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questions about their activity at 
IASIMUN Conferences, and about 
their life. They shared us what  are 
their feelings about all and told us 
secrets from backstage you will be 
eager to read about.

Check out the 7th page to find out 
what they answered to our ques-
tions.
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“We can cook the dogs. 
People have the right to 
eat.”

At the IASIMUN conference, the del-
egates of the Environment committee 
began debating on the resolutions they 
found yesterday.  (...)

And so the debates begin!

The conference began with a rather 
heated debate in the Human Rights 
committee. The first topic of the dis-
cussion was the organ donation and 
black market organ trafficking. Most 
delegates agreed that donating or-
gans is an altruistic act (...)

ECOSOC Committee: 
There is nothing we can’t 
do!

The second day of the IASIMUN 
conference in the ECOSOC commit-
tee started with the topic regarding 
the IMF austerity measures (...)

Delegates of the Politi-
cal Committee, It`s Your 
Time to Stand Up For Your 
Beliefs

The second day has begun and all 
the delegates from the Political 
Committee supported (...)
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and Mihai Paun

In this issue of The IASIMUN Ob-
server, the Chairpersons of the En-
vironment Committee answered 
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On the second day of 
IASIMUN, caught between world’s 
most important problems, present-
ing resolutions and convincing the 
other delegates to cooperate with 
them in order to find solutions that 
are applicable for every country, all 
the participants at this conference 
concluded that yesterday was a very 
productive day. 

While in their opening speech-
es, the delegates presented their 
countries’ opinion, during caucus, 
that is informal debate, participants 
tried to form groups of around ten 
people to write the final resolution 
for their chosen topic. There are two 
resolutions for each topic and there 
are mainly three topics in each com-
mittee. The reason why there two 
resolutions for every subject is that 
each idea has a different position 
towards the debated theme, or their 
solutions are divergent; moreover, 

there can also be the same cause, but 
treated in a different matter. It is the 
delegates’ responsibility to go to the 
other formed groups with an eye to 
find out the discussed topic, so that 
their written resolution should not 
be alike any other. It is a dynamic 
process, participants are entirely 
involved in this action, redirecting 
their whole energy to gather their 
greatest ideas and mold them into a 
perfect resolution! 

Today’s formal debate started 
with rules and procedures, followed 
by the pro and against speeches. The 
final resolutions have been, again, 
debated and voted and only the best 
and strong ones have passed the 
harsh test given by the other dele-
gates. This is the actual simulation 
of the United Nations, where eve-
rybody is so excited and involves 
theirselves wholeheartedly. 

On the other hand, we un-
fortunately encountered an issue 
with one of the conference’s special 
guest, Jose Antonio- Villena who 
couldn’t join us due to the lack of di-
plomacy showed by the Romanian 

authorities and due to bureaucracy. 
The organizers put so much hope in 
his opportunity to join our event and 
everyone was so excited he applied 
for IASIMUN. This is one of the as-
pects delegates should fight for: to 
remedy the discrepancies between 
nations and to solve most of these 
international conflicts that affects 
us every day and prevents us from 
traveling freely around the world 
and sharing our culture with other 
citizens from our “global village”. 

To conclude with, this is your 
chance to speak up and fight for your 
country! And for us, the reporters, 
editors and photographers it is our 
opportunity to show you our inter-
est in different topics and to share 
the most important news with you!

Enjoy what’s left of it!

A new day, a new challenge

AntoniA niţă
bâRlAD

PRESS cORPS ANd PEAcE cORPS VOlUNTEERS
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HUMAN RIgHTS CommiTTee

And So the Debates Begin!

“Share your life, 
share your deci-
sions.” Michael
Jordan

The conference began with a 
rather heated debate in the 
Human Rights commit-
tee. The first topic of the 

discussion was the organ donation 
and black market organ trafficking. 
Most delegates agreed that donating 
organs is an altruistic act that can 
save a lot of lives and that could di-
minish the activity of the black mar-
ket. The delegates of Sudan and the 
United States supported the Opt-
Out System which gives people the 
opportunity to choose if they want 
their organs to be donated after 
their death. On the other hand, a lot 

of delegates questioned the measure 
as it would cost a lot of money to in-
form the population of the world and 
to educate them, as the delegate of 
New Zeeland pointed out. Another 
issue was brought up by the delegate 
of Libya, a very religious country, 
who stated that if a body is missing 
even one organ, then it is a malfunc-
tioning body. The delegate of Egypt 
didn’t agree with this statement, as 
the Islamic religion believes that 
saving human lives is a priority. In 
the end, the amendment failed to 
pass after the voting procedure.

The next topic was assisted su-
icide, a practice that is legal in very 
few countries. The main argument, 
brought by the countries that were 
in favor of legalizing it, was that it 
is inhumane to allow a person with 
a terminal illness to suffer excru-
ciating pain. The delegate of North 
Korea stressed the fact that we live 
in a rational world and that few peo-
ple rely on miracle recoveries, as op-
posed to what Libya and Italy stated. 

However, most countries agreed 
that this procedure should not be 
paid for, as it would cause abuses 
and corruption. The amendment did 
not pass. 

On the subject of Internet cen-
sorship, most countries suggested 
the reinforcement of the measures 
taken by popular websites such as 
Facebook, Twitter and Yahoo. While 

Internet connection is a privilege 
to most people and a symbol of the 
freedom of speech, everyone agrees 
that harmful information and por-
nography can have a very negative 
effect on children and young people. 

The students outside the MUN 
who observed the debate said they 
all were very passionate about the 
subjects. 

AntoniA niţă
bâRlAD

dElEgATES VOTINg AgAINST AMENdMENTS IN HUMAN RIgHTS cOMMITTEE
© ANDRA STeleA
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EcOSOc CommiTTee

ECOSOC: “Sharing is the Keyword!” (UAE)

The second day of the 
IASIMUN conference in 
the ECOSOC committee 
started with the topic re-

garding the IMF austerity measures 
implemented in those countries in 
which the economic crisis had made 
considerable damages in the budget. 
Taking into account the critical situ-
ation in Greece and Romania, the 
delegates had a rough discussion. 

Suzana Iacob, representing 
Germany, was the most energet-
ic delegate. Many of her points of 
information and speeches made 
her performance outstanding. 
She claimed that “the government 
should not monitor the country’s 
budget because of the corruption 
and the bureaucracy some of them 
have shown.” The IMF can not urge 
the countries to implement harsh 
measures against the economic cri-
sis because of the country’s right to 
administrate its social, health, and 
educational systems.  The same 
point was proven by the delegate of 
USA and Germany: “It is the country 
that turns to the IMF”.

According to the Denmark 
delegate, “IMF is not a charity”; 

the Delegate of Germany stated 
that “the loans do not represent 
donations”.

 The other two topics strong-
ly related to the first subject ap-
proached in this committee made 
the delegates express their opinions 
and offer solutions by submitting 
amendments on the international 
food crisis.

Taking into account the regions 
which don’t have the technology to 
develop their agriculture, the dele-
gate of Zimbabwe, Andrei Hutanu, 
suggested through his resolution 
that all the countries which have 
the means should help the other UN 
members by offering their resourc-
es. Gabriel Aparaschivei, the del-
egate of South Korea, ripostes: “We 
can’t share our technology because 
it is valuable money worth informa-
tion. It’s like a trademark for every 
country”.

At the end of this resolution 
United Arab Emirates represented 
by Cornelia Iatu pointed out, at the 
expense of South Korea’s speech, 
“Sharing is the keyword!”

Last, but not least, the job cri-
sis, which is one the results of the 

IMF austerity measures, was a topic 
that approached the need of devel-
opment of the educational system 
and promotion of the need of work-
force between youth. Expanding the 
labour market and funding small 
businesses, which will employ only 
students, will help them in finding 
a stable part-time job and pay their 
educational fees.

The main submitter of the first 
resolution regarding the job crisis, 
Saudi Arabia (Elena Nestian), af-
firmed that “the unemployed youth 
are more important than the elder-
ly because they are the future, and 
they represent the most powerful 
workforce”.

The debates will continue 
on the third day with the resolu-
tions which passed the first stage 
of the ECOSOC committee discus-
sions. We will find out which one 
of them will be the most sustaina-
ble on the last day of the IASIMUN 
Conference, when the ECOSOC will 
debate during the General Assembly 
(GA).

AntoniA niţă
bâRlAD

dElEgATES dEBATINg IN THE EcOSOc cOMMITTEE
© iliNCA RomAN

Yes, you can!
by Eliza Froicu

If you don’t know how 
to contribute to charities or 
you think it’s too hard, but 
you still care about the world 
hunger issue, then you should 
try the online game that helps 
UN fight hunger. Freerice.com 
players deal with increasingly 
difficult vocabulary ques-
tions, and for every correct 
answer they earn 10 grains of 
rice, which is donated to the 
United Nations World Food 
Program (WFP). The web-
site is also an innovative so-
cial media tool, giving play-
ers the ability to create online 
groups with their relatives, 
friends, and co-workers. 
Within a month the online 
game had collected enough 
rice to feed over 50,000 peo-
ple for a day. According to its 
designer, John Breen, the pro-
gram started out as a simple 
word game to help his teenage 
sons prepare for their college 
entrance exams. The game 
attracts 1.3 million players 
per month and has raised al-
most 100 billion grains of rice, 
enough to feed 4.8 million 
people for a day in countries 
in need of food aid. Mahatma 
Gandhi said: “Be the change 
you want to see in the world” 
so why not spend five minutes 
per day and be one of the 1.3 
million heroes? The hunger is 
a fundamental challenge for 
the 21st century and each of 
us should fight against hunger 
to make a better world.
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POlITIcAl CommiTTee

World Peace 
vs. Global 
Supremacy
by Eliza Froicu

“The United Nations 
and all its agencies and funds 
spend about $30 billion each 
year, or about $4 for each of 
the world’s inhabitants.

This is a very small sum 
compared to most govern-
ment budgets and it is less 
than three percent of the 
world’s military spending. Yet 
for nearly two decades, the 
UN has faced financial diffi-
culties and it has been forced 
to cut back on important pro-
grams in all areas, even as 
new mandates have arisen. 
Many member states have 
not paid their full dues and 
have cut their donations to 
the UN’s voluntary funds. As 
of December 31, 2010, mem-
bers’ arrears to the Regular 
Budget topped $348 million, 
of which the US owed 80%”- 
UN Financial Crisis.

Unfortunately, it is 
known that countries around 
the world can spend so much 
on their military expenditure, 
but contribute so little to the 
global security, internation-
al cooperation and peace. 
Military might deliver geopo-
litical supremacy, but peace 
delivers economic prosperity 
and stability. The UN, one of 
the largest bodies involved in 
development and other glob-
al issues around the world, 
was set up to preserve peace 
through international coop-
eration and collective securi-
ty. Yet for nearly two decades, 
the UN has faced financial dif-
ficulties and it has been forced 
to cut their contribution in 
many and very important 
worldwide programs. 

So, isn’t it any other so-
lution to divert money to or-
ganizations which deal with 
establishing world peace, 
better than sending them to 
military services, who are 
concerned with global and re-
gional supremacy?

Delegates of the Political Com-
mittee, It`s Your Time to Stand 
Up For Your Beliefs
ANTONIA NITA 
BARlAd 

The second day has begun 
and all the delegates from 
the Political Committee 
supported their countries` 

opinions for all the six resolutions 
that have been submitted.

The debate was active, with 
plenty of for and against speeches 
followed by points of information 
and also amendments.

”Let`s end a conflict that brings 
no good to anyone in this room”, 
South Africa stated in the matter 
of the conflict between Israel and 
neighboring countries. This topic 
was approached in two resolutions, 
one submitted by the Republic of 
Angola, South Africa and North 
Korea. The other resolution`s sub-
mitters were Somalia, Denmark, 
Italy and U.S.A. 

The next topic, which fo-
cused on the reduction of military 

spending worldwide, was also dis-
cussed in two resolutions. One of 
them was filed by Japan, Belgium, 
Democratic Republic of Congo and 
Canada and the other one by the 
U.S.A, supported by Germany, Peru, 
Somalia, South Africa and Angola. 
The subject proved to be contro-
versial, given the dissenting view of 
states which do not agree that UN 
should impose such limits on their 
countries.

Last, but not least, countries 
brought to attention the Jasmine 
Revolution with two resolutions, 
proposed by South Korea, Sudan, 
Mexico, China and U.A.E, as well as 
Russia, Egypt, Netherlands, Finland, 
France, Syria and Libya. Being also a 
much disputed topic globally, it was 
debated both by countries involved 
and countries outside of the conflict.  

While some delegates 

supported less drastic solutions, 
others stated that only serious pun-
ishments can influence countries to 
act properly. 

As the Chairpersons no-
ticed throughout the debate, there 
have been more active and less ac-
tive delegates. Almost monopoliz-
ing the conference, the delegates 
of the USA, South Korea, Russia, 
UAE, Egypt, Israel or Angola stood 
up often, unlike other delegates 
who didn’t speak at all. They de-
clared that they are proud of the del-
egates` involvement as well as their 
research.
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ENVIRONMENT CommiTTee

“We can cook the dogs. People have the 
right to eat.”

At the IASIMUN confer-
ence, the delegates of the 
Environment committee 
began debating on the res-

olutions they found yesterday. After the 
attendance list, which revealed that al-
most all the delegates were present and 
ready to start the day of debates, things 
became really unpredictable.

The delegates were really per-
suasive and each of them came with 

very interesting ideas. They also sus-
tained their resolutions with convincing 
arguments. 

For example, the delegate of Libya 
gave a statement during the debates, 
saying “People are killing the world by 
trying to make it a better place to live 
in.” This dramatic statement captured 
the attention of many of the delegates 
and they all began to think about all the 
problems we are faced with today. And 
let’s not forget about the conclusion by 
the delegate of Japan: “By not testing 
medicine on animals, we force the poor 
people to die! “

Another problem which was 

brought into today’s discussion during 
the debates was animal rights. Things 
got really heated when the delegates be-
gan debating about animal rights. Some 
condemned animal cruelty and de-
manded the end of animal testing, while 
others said that “there are enough rats in 
this world so we can use them on experi-
ments. We are not using pandas which 
are endangered animals, we are talking 
about rats“. A delegate said “We can cook 
the dogs. People have the right to eat“. 
Those were only few of the interesting 
arguments that were brought into dis-
cussion in the Environment committee. 

 All the delegates have the same 
purpose and that is to make 
“Earth A Better Place to Live In”. 
Our planet is home to many… 
humans, plants and animals and 
we all want to make it a place to 
live for many years to come, said 
one of the delegates.

IUSTINA cONdRIUc
iASi
STAN IUlIA
CoNSTANTA

Biofuels from 
algae
by Iustina Condriuc and Iulia 
Stan
 

There are many differ-
ent types of algae, which grow 
rapidly given the right condi-
tions. They can also have high 
percentages of oils or lipids. 
In the race of finding a sus-
tainable source of biofuels, al-
gae may be the next big thing. 

Many different process-
es are being considered, but 
we all need large sealed grow-
ing tanks of fuel that could 
maintain a controlled envi-
ronment. Algae can double 
their own mass for several 
times a day and can produce 
at least 15 times more oil per 
acre than alternatives such 
as rapeseed, palms, and soy-
beans. The oil produced by al-
gae is rich in triglycerides (as 
in vegetable oil). It is mixed 
with an alcohol, such as etha-
nol, to produce biodiesel and 
glycerol in a chemical process 
called transesterification. In 
some processes, the wasted 
algae can be sold as high pro-
tein animal feed.dElEgATES ATTENdINg THE cONfERENcES IN THE ENVIRONMENT cOMMITTEE

© AlexANDRA STeleA
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INTERVIEw

Chairman Wishes luck To All

Adelina Panzaru,
What stroke you at your first MUN 
conference?

I was introduced to MUN 
Conference one year ago by my for-
mer English teacher, Mr. Ovidiu 
Aniculaese from National College 
A. T. Laurian Botosani. What inter-
ested me the most was the fact that 
I had the opportunity to express my 
ideas regarding global issues and 
talk about them on an academic 
level in front of other people con-
cerned by them. I was attracted by 
the amount of people who share the 
same interests as me. 

What do you hope to achieve at 
IASIMUN ?  

I hope to gain more experience 
in debating and moderating de-
bates at this year’s conference and 
I hope to give to my delegates the 
same opportunity I had last year – 
to freely express their ideas and gain 
more self-confidence through pub-
lic speaking and to devise ingen-
ious and revolutionary solutions for 

world issues . 

Why did you choose Environment 
Committee? 

I choose Environment 
Committee because I truly believe 
that the world is not aware of the 
crisis that we are facing in our envi-
ronment and that people should pay 
more attention to this matter. 

Do you think that the experience 
gained at IASIMUN will help you in 
your future career?

In the future, I hope to have a 
career or maybe an introduction to 
the world of diplomacy and I believe 
that this kind of debate has indeed 
helped me a lot in my path and for 
sure it will help me to improve my 
skills.  

Do you have something to say for 
your delegates? 

First, I would like to wish them 
a lot of luck at the conference.  I want 
them to know that I have a lot of faith 
in them and I really hope that their 
approach and outlook on the top-
ics will be stunning and I hope the 
pleasant and friendly atmosphere 
will attract them. 

AntoniA niţă
bâRlAD

Mihai Paun,
First of all we would like to know 
where do you come from and 
also what is your function in this 
conference.

I come from Iasi, Romania 
and my duty in this conference is 
to be the chair of the   Environment 
Committee. 

Is there anything that contrib-
uted to your choice or influenced 
you to become a chairperson for 
Environment Committee?

I think passion. Everything I 
do, I do with passion and that is why 
I chose to be a chairperson for this 
conference.

And which exactly are the environ-
mental problems we confront with 
nowadays?

Nowadays, there are many en-
vironmental problems. However the  
most important ones are the nucle-
ar power plants, their use and also 
another common issue, animal 
rights. Many people do not 
respect them and that is why 
we need to take measures 
worldwide to keep a safe 
environment.

It sounds like you are 
pretty concerned about 
these problems.

Of course I am. I be-
lieve that after Fukushima, for ex-
ample,  the nuclear power plants is 
a major issue as well as many pow-
er plants from Romania, Ukraine or 
from Hungary which are not com-
pletely safe in case of seismic ac-
tivity and that is why they may rep-
resent a threat for the safety of our 
society.

And this concern of yours for envi-
ronmental problems, is it an old one 
or a new one?

It comes from much research 
and from reading news. I cannot say 
if it is old or new, maybe one year or 
so but I don not believe that it  brings 
any relevance the time I have spent 
researching and discussing in my 

head about these problems.

We are sure you have some brilliant 
ideas in order to solve these issues. 
Can you share them with us?

I can’t,  because the delegates 
will use them,  I guess,  after that, 
but I am looking forward to tell them 
after the conference.

If not, would you like to participate?
Maybe if I have time, and if it  

brings some kind of pleasure to me, 
yes, of course.

AdElINA PANzARU, cHAIRPERSON Of 
THE ENVIRONMENT cOMMITTEE

MIHAI PAUN, cHAIRPERSON Of THE 
ENVIRONMENT cOMMITTEE
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INTERVIEw

Distinguished delegates, please meet the honorable chairs of the Political Committee, who 
are willing to share some of their opinions for the IASIMUN Observer. Therefore, we present 
you Amada El-Sabeh, Ioana Andrei and Ciprian Cristea, three veterans of MUNs.

Amada El-Sabeh,
Which are the benefits from being a 
chair in IasiMUN? Any downsides?

Some people, when think-
ing of organizing and being a chair 
at a conference imagine something 
monstrous. They do not understand 
why someone would get themselves 
into this nightmare. For some time, 
I was one of those people. I didn’t 
really know what this type of con-
ference implied, because three 
years ago it was a fairly new con-
cept in Romania. Mr. David Pi 
and Mrs. Victoria Sechelea were 
the ones who pushed me towards 
MUNs. Being a chair has helped 
me most with this part of my life. 
Now I know how to behave in a 
formal environment, when and how 
to speak.

I am glad to say that there have 
been no major drawbacks in being 
a chair. I am very proud of what the 

AntoniA niţă
bâRlAD

Sturdy vs. Soft: Decisions, decisions… In-
terview with Chairs of Political Committee

team accomplished last year, and I 
am sure that 2011 will be just as good 
of a year. 

What kind of attitude should 
a chairperson have towards 
delegates? 

 A chairperson is not called 
so because he/she just sits there, 
but because it is their task to set 
the mood of the others, just like a 
chair does. Some are hard and very 
sturdy; others cushioned and quite 

soft. A chair should be somewhere 
in between. Making the delegates 
feel comfortable and confident, but 
imposing some limits is one of the 
most difficult things to master.

After two years of being a del-
egate/ deputy chair in Hr, you’ve 
chosen to be a chair in Political. 
Why such a change?

Human Rights has twice as 
many people as the other three 
choices. I want to see how the dy-
namics in a smaller committee 
work, and if there are any differ-
ences between the quality of the de-
bates (which I am already sure there 
aren’t). Also, when choosing the 
committee, the delegates already 
have an idea formed in relation to it. 
I believe that people tend to act dif-
ferently when in the Environment 
or in the ECO-SOC committee. The 
topics discussed in Political this 
year are also very important to me, 
because I have relatives who live in 
the countries that are directly in-
volved in the conflicts. I am very 

curious to see what young people 
can come up with relating to those 
issues and what they believe is the 
best approach.  

Based on your past experience 
and what you’ve seen so far in the 
committee this year, how would you 
describe the ideal delegate?

I am not certain of the existence 
of an ideal delegate. Some things 
that work for someone will not work 
for someone else. For example: if the 

delegate is witty, she/he should 
not be disrespectful. Also, there 
are delegates who have a moral-
izing style of speech, but should 
not mock the others’ ideas. I 
do believe that a good delegate 
should be balanced. What’s 
more, if someone wants to be a 
good speaker, knowing what he 
is talking about is a key point. 

This is where doing the research has 
its place. A delegate does not have 
to know every country’s GDP, but 
knowing at least the baseline of the 
facts he is hearing about is a must 
in having organized and suc-
cessful debates. 

I am glad to say that 
there have been no 
major drawbacks in 
being a chair.
- Amada el-Sabeh

“

Ciprian Cristea,
As you have plenty of experience in 
MUN, recall a memory that makes 
MUN worth spending time on.

Where to begin? As a delegate, 
I have found it extremely funny to be 
called by my country assignment. I 
got used to being called South Africa 
or Iran back in the day. This is just 
one fact of the social side of such an 
event. Friendships are formed here, 
even though most are long distance 
ones. Another thing that makes 
MUN worth it in my view is debat-
ing. At first it might seem hard and 
scary, but once you get the hang of 
it gets extremely fun.  If you’re up to 
the challenge it’s definitely worth it.

AMADA eL-SABeH, CHAirperSon 
Of THE POlITIcAl cOMMITTEE cIPRIAN cRISTEA, cHAIRPERSON Of 

THE POlITIcAl cOMMITTEE
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INTERVIEw

with every time that 
you speak your mind 
and people listen, 
your courage slowly 
unveils itself. 
- ioana Andrei

If you’re up to the 
challenge it’s defi-
nitely worth it.
- Ciprian Cristea

“

“

Why should students join MUN? 
Who should not, though?

MUN is a good tool for person-
al development. You don’t only learn 
about some global issues and how 
to argue. MUN is a great exercise 
for public speaking. Everyone starts 

out more or less shy. But as they say, 
practice makes perfect. In my view, 
coming to an MUN brings the obli-
gation to stand up and at least en-
tertain a point of information. It’s 
totally useless to come here just to 
sit in a chair, just like in school.

Some pieces of advice for the 
future Chairpersons?

Get ready not to sleep and 
to ingest almost lethal doses of 
caffeine. Being a chair is one of 
the most rewarding things one 
can do, especially at this age, 
but it’s also one of the hardest, 
especially when the conference 
is right between mid-term exams 
and other college duties. Anyway, 
where there’s a will, there’s a way 
right? Trust me, it’s worth it.

Ioana Andrei,
Why did you choose to be a chair 
this year?

It might be the last edition 
of IASIMUN that I participate in, 

seeing as I’m in the 12th grade, and 
I wanted to do something different 
and challenging. I truly enjoyed the 
atmosphere of the last two confer-
ences and curiosity drove me to ap-
plying for a chairing position. I liked 
the idea of helping to put together 

the physical environment for 
this year’s delegates and the 
“mental” one as well, so to say, 
presenting them with reasons 
to create and to debate. And 
“Madam Chair” has a ring to 
it.

Which is the most challenging part 
for a chairperson?

I haven’t exactly been a chair-
person yet per se, but to my mind, 
it might be difficult to maintain ob-
jectiveness because I myself have 

strong opinions. I will, no doubt, 
show respect for the delegates’ ar-
guments, but I might at times feel 
the impulse to stand up and express 
my own view on the matter. What 
I’ve also noticed from the past years 
is that it’s no easy task allocating the 
same amount of time to each resolu-
tion in the formal debate, so know-
ing exactly when to start and end a 

debate is of the essence.

Did the experience you gained 
as a IasiMUN delegate help you? 
How?

On a personal note, it helped 
me gain confidence in expressing 
my opinions and thus, brought 
my fear of public speaking to a 
lower level. It is needless to ex-
plain the whole process because 
all of us must know that with eve-
ry time that you speak your mind 
and people listen, your courage 
slowly unveils itself. The experi-
ence of being a delegate, related 
to being a Chair, taught me how 
to research a topic, how to pre-
sent an argument and recognize 
a good one, so basically to be a 

good listener.IOANA ANdREI, cHAIRPERSON Of 
THE POlITIcAl cOMMITTEE

by Cristina Roibu

The United Nations is an 
International Organization 
that has fought for peace, so-
cial and economic progress, 
international law and secu-
rity since 1945. Because The 
League of Nations was not ef-
ficient, and the Second World 
War could not be prevented, 
everyone decided that there 
must be an organization that 
can establish order. 

The United Nations 
System is based on five prin-
cipal organs: the General 
Assembly, the Security 
Council, the Economic and 
Social Council, the Secretariat, 
and the International Court of 
Justice. The United Nations 
has its main Headquarters in 
New York City, and others at 
Geneva, Nairobi, and Vienna. 
It is financed from assessed 
and voluntary contributions 
from its member states, and 
has six official languages: 
Arabic, Chinese, English, 
French, Russian, and Spanish. 
There are currently 193 mem-
ber states. Critics said that 
the UN’s aim was to establish 

a “One World Government” so 
societies  were built against the 
organization, like the John Birch 
Society. In conjunction with oth-
er organizations such as the Red 
Cross, the UN provides food, 
drinking water, shelter and other 
humanitarian services to people 
suffering from hunger, displaced 
by war, or afflicted by other 
disasters.

The Model United Nations 
(MUN) is a simulation of the 
UN. The students play the same 
roles as the people in the UN. 
Participants research a country, 
take on roles as diplomats, in-
vestigate international issues, 
debate, deliberate, consult, and 
then develop solutions to world 
problems. Students learn how to 
expose a situation, learn how to 
speak diplomatic manner. The 
main advantage is that the stu-
dents speak in another language, 
and can really improve their lan-
guage abilities.

MUN makes young people 
aware of what can happen in so-
ciety. It encourages youth to be 
more responsible. 

MUN – a simulation of UN

GenerAL view of A MeetinG of tHe forty-eiGHtH SeSSion 
Of THE gENERAl ASSEMBly, UNITEd NATIONS. 

© UN PhoTo/eRiC KANAlSTeiN
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fEATURE

First, we addressed Mrs. 
Ioana Albu, who is a teach-
er of English at ”Vasile 
Alecsandri” High school 

from Galați. ”Three years ago, when 
participating in MUN conference, 
my students said : <If there was an 
obligation for me to learn so much 
geography, history and politics, I 
would have considered it too much. 
In this case, I feel so well-informed 
with regard to so many things be-
cause I wanted to”, she told us.

Being asked if extra-school 
activities are more important than 
classes themselves, she replied” 
never! Without school, there would 
not be any extra-school activities. 
We cannot have an extra-something 
without a something.”  

After that, the principal 
of”Emil Racovită” High school was 
willing to answer our questions. 
”Schools must be aware that it is the 
foundation for teenagers and it pre-
pares them for life. This can be done 
through different activities and pro-
jects students can be involved in. 
The teenagers we educate in school 
live in a modern and dynamic so-
ciety with problems they must be 
aware of. Also, they must adapt eas-
ily to society’s requests. IASIMUN 
offers the privilege and the suitable 
context for their needs of stand-
ing out, making themselves known 
and being actively involved in soci-
ety. We want them to be responsible 
citizens in the future.”, Mrs. Paula 
Gavrilescu stated.

Furthermore, we wanted to 
see what teachers from abroad feel 
about this subject. This is why we 
asked Kelly Foster, a Peace Corps 
Volunteer to share her opinions with 
us. When we asked her if school 
should implement MUN’s ways of 
teaching in classes, she answered 
that it would be useful for students. 
She added that debate is important, 
in order to encourage them to ex-
press themselves. Also, she consid-
ers that MUN broadens the mind of 
the students. ”It encourages team-
work and communication. They 
gain compromising skills, which 
are among the most valuable ones”, 
she affirmed. She thinks that extra-
school activities are as important as 
school itself.  It gives the students a 

chance to practice what they have 
learned in school.

Last, but not least, the 
IASIMUN Advisor, Ms. Victoria 
Sechelea, declared “In an age when 
a lot of students use copy-paste for 
their homework, for the MUN, they 
actually do research to learn about 
their country and the topics in their 
chosen committee. They learn how 
to think critically, to write a resolu-
tion, to negotiate, and to deliver a 
speech within a time limit. They be-
come aware of the major problems 
of the world and they try really hard 
to find solutions for them”. Also, she 
confessed that CNER is proud that 
they could organize such an event 
with an impact on more than 200 
students.

MUN vs. School

AntoniA niţă
bâRlAD

Noticing that MUNs are different from the kind of education we are used to, we wanted to find 
out what teachers from different backgrounds think about the purpose of it. This is why we 
asked four teachers to tell us what they believe, regarding this matter.
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OPINIONS

IASIMUN
microphone

by Ilinca Roman

Honorable delegates, this time we would like to know: 
What was the funniest quote you have heard in the 

second day?

These quotes do not belong to the people which are mentioned in this article!

“China:«China is not a commu-
nist country»”

Andreea Tilibasa 
Delegate of  Yemen - Political

“That guy is so hot that I would 
pour a bucket full of water on me.”

 George Stoian
Delegate of Thailanda - Human Rights

“Including this amendment 
would imply that the resolution 

is bad. And it is bad.”
 

Theron LaBounty
Peace Corps Volunteer

“Humans are more intelligent 
than people. Although you have 

an IQ and animals don’t they are 
still better than humans.”  

Dragos Balanici
Delegate of Russia -Environment

“The people in the 3rd world 
countries have the same mental 
faculties as many other homo 
sapiens.”

Cristiana Mirosanu
Delegate of Libya - Political

“Motion to move into cookie 
procedure.”

Adina Pintilie
Delegate of Syria - Political
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SOcIAl EVENT

The God of Carnage

He is waiting inside us for the 
moment he will break out and re-
veal our worst. Some call it the dev-
il, others Lucifer, but here it is called 
The God of Carnage. 

This year’s social event was 
also a theatrical production, called 
“The god of Carnage”, performed by 
The Iași National Theater. 

Comical on the outside, the 
play is a drama on the inside. Based 
on the story of two couples, whose 
children have had a fight, it shows 
how a civilized conflict can turn into 
a violent one. Even though one of 
the couples involved is of high status 
(a lawyer and his wife, a manager), 
they do not hesitate to repeatedly 
insult the other’s parents, a whole-
saler and a writer. 

The beginning brings us in 
front of two families, who meet to 
discuss about their children’s con-
flict in a civilized manner. On first 
appearance there is an elegant lady, 

next to her husband, a successful 
lawyer and a wholesaler with his 
wife, a writer and art appreciator. 
They all look amiable and good-in-
tentioned but, during the play, they 
reveal themselves in the most awful 
way possible. They insult each other 
and even start fighting. The atmos-
phere becomes chaotic when they 
take off their masks. 

The characters develop devas-
tating behaviors when they give in to 
their hypocrisy and show how they 
really are. All their fears, frustration 
and even boredom act against them 
and reveal real monsters. Is it the 
animal instinct that lies inside peo-
ple or this is the result of the socie-
ty’s influence? 

Directed by Cristian Hadji-
Culea, the production is performed 
by Haruna Condurache, Oana 
Sandu, Calin Chirila and Constantin 
Puscasu, four actors who success-
fully bring us in the middle of an 
outrageous universe.As we could 
notice, the background, designed 
by Rodica Arghir, was simple, with 
low light effects and music, for the 

representation to speak for itself.  
The text was written by Yasmina 
Reza, who states that her play is 
based on a real story, her son told 
her about. 

We may not act like the char-
acters did, but, inside us, there is 
something that seeks to breakout, 
even violence. Even though it is 

designed as a comedy, the play is an 
alarm for people to realize that this 
is a growing phenomenon in our 
society.  

As Oscar Wilde used to say, 
“We are each our own devil, and we 
make this world our hell”. 

AntoniA niţă
bâRlAD

“zEUl MAcElUlUI”

The story of 
Albrecht Dürer
by Cristina Roibu

In the XV century, in a small 
village, there lived a family with 
18 children. To feed his family the 
father worked at least 18 hours a 
day.

Despite their poverty, two 
of the children dreamt of becom-
ing students at the Academy of 
Nürenberg for Fine Arts. They 
also knew that their father could 
not afford to pay for their studies.

After a talk, the brothers de-
cided that one of them would go 
to the Academy and the other 
one would support his brother fi-
nancially by working in a mine. 
After four years, the brother that 

THE TALE OF THE DAY

sacrificed himself to work would 
also go study with the support of 
his brother.

One Sunday, they flipped the 
coin and Albrecht Dürer won. He 
studied with the support of his 
brother, as they had both decided, 
and after four years he returned 
home. He organized a great dinner 
and he held a speech. “My broth-
er”, he said,” now it is your turn to 
go. Follow your dream and I will 
be the one who takes care of you”. 
His brother was crying, his voice 
trembled and he felt he could not 
breathe ...he finally whispered... 
“No...No...No...I can’t...I can’t go 

to Nürenberg...It is too late...”
His brother smiled and said it 

was never too late.
“It is too late...look at my 

hands and see what four years of 
mining have done to them. The 
bones of every finger are crushed.  
I can’t even hold a glass in them to 
toast with you. How could I draw 
anything?! It is too late...”

More than 450 years passed 
and Albrecht Dürer remained a 
great artist. He could not have 
become such a great artist with-
out his brother’s help. Noone suc-
ceeds on his own!


